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Luke 18:1-8 

While God's response is always immediate that justice be done, the actual realization of God's response is not necessarily immediate because 

justice has to be done justly, and with the willing cooperation of all concerned. 

Year C  

Pentecost 22  

October 20, 2013  
Sunday Between October 16 and October 22 Inclusive  

Proper 24, Ordinary Time 29 

Read the passage at the bottom of this post: Luke 18:1-8, The Message   or   Luke 18:1-8, The New Revised 

Standard Version (NRSV). 

Click here, Luke 18:1-8, for an easy to print or email Adobe PDF version of this note. 

Sermon by the Rev. Dr. George Hermanson, "Persistence."  

This passage echoes themes found at the beginning of Chapter 11: A neighbour asking for bread in the middle 

of the night; ask, seek, knock; and sinful human fathers who know to give their children what they need when 

they ask. 

The remarks that frame the actual parable of the persistent widow make 2 points and raise 1 question: 

 We need to pray at all times and never give up, never lose heart 

 It is in God's nature to respond urgently to our prayers for justice 

 But if the Son of Man were to suddenly appear would he find us praying and 

trusting that God is responding urgently to our prayers for justice? 

The caricature of the judge as neither fearing God nor caring about what people thought sets a sharp 

contrast for the later description of God's character: caring and just.  

Similarly, the self-centred motivation for the judge finally responding is also in contrast to the motivation for 

God's response: the term "chosen ones" might also be understood as "beloved ones," the apples of God's 

eye, the ones in whom God delights. (And as a side bar, I would add the comment that God's chosen ones are 

everyone, with no one and nothing left out.) That is, God responds not out of self-interest but out of 

compassionate love and delight for the other.  

The passage contains a hidden question that is in fact in many of our hearts, namely: 

Why does God NOT answer prayer?  
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This question is hidden in the very reality that Luke is pointing to in Verse 18:1 when he begins by telling us 

that Jesus tells a parable to show us that we should always pray and never give up, never lose heart. Doesn't 

the need to always pray and never give up arise precisely because prayer is not answered immediately, the 

first time, and therefore one must always pray and never give up? 

This need to always pray and never give up seems to contradict the later statement in Verse 18:8 that God 

will grant justice and quickly. 

I can't answer for Jesus, but it has been true in my own limited experience of prayer that justice does not 

come quickly. 

It has also been true that I am not very good at always praying and never giving up. 

And it is also true that occasionally the process of praying has changed me, changed what I have been praying 

for as I have seen how my prayers were as self-centred as the unjust judge and could not be granted by God 

because they were not just. 

And so, while God's response is always immediate that justice be done, the actual realization of God's 

response is not necessarily immediate because justice has to be done justly, and with the willing cooperation 

of all concerned. 

In this world, we recognize our human limitations and the need to IMPOSE justice with police, judges, trials, 

armies, and prisons. And we also recognize the need to do so as quickly as possible: "Justice delayed is justice 

denied." 

But God is love, and love is not coercive. And so God never imposes justice. Yes, God does desire justice right 

now. And so God's immediate response is that justice be done - and done right now. But because God works 

only through the willing cooperation of human hearts and minds, actual justice comes at the speed of 

changed hearts, minds, and behaviour. And - sadly - we all know how fast that is. 

The moral of the story is NOT about the judge finally responding. The moral is about the widow's persistence 

for justice during the long period of the judge not responding and giving no indication that he ever would. 

And note that this is NOT a parable justifying being persistently pig-headed and stubborn. The widow's 

persistence is praised because it is persistence for JUSTICE. The linking of this parable with our need to pray 

always and never lose heart guides us in two ways: 

 Prayer is a relationship with God, and with a community of prayer, which sustains us 

through the dark times of justice not being granted.  
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 Prayer is a relationship with God, and with a community of prayer, which guides and 

corrects the content of our prayers to closer alignment with God's desire for justice, 

with love for our neighbours, and with love for our enemies. 

And finally, I take it that Jesus tells this parable NOT to tell us about how God answers prayer; but rather to 

show us attitudes, habits and practices that must be ingrained into our every waking moment: 

 Praying.  

 And seeking justice.  

 And never giving up, never losing heart.  

 And trusting that the enduring fabric of reality is embedded with the presence of 

God who responds to our needs in every moment with compassionate love and 

justice for the whole of creation. 

David Ewart, 

www.holtextures.com 

Note: Historical background information is primarily from Bruce Malina and Richard Rohrbaugh, Social 

Science Commentary on the Synoptic Gospels (see link below), pages 298-299. 

* Link to Amazon.com Bibliography for Bruce Malina, Richard Rohrbaugh, et. al., Social Science Commentary 

on ... The Synoptic Gospels; The Gospel of John; The Book of Acts; The Letters of Paul; The Book of 

Revelation; and others. 

Luke 18:1-8 (NRSV) 

   1 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 2 He said, "In a 

certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 3 In that city there was a 

widow who kept coming to him and saying, 'Grant me justice against my opponent.' 4 For a while he refused; 

but later he said to himself, 'Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5 yet because this 

widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.'" 
6 And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones 

who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8 I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to 

them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?"   

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 

United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

http://www.davidewart.ca/
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http://www.ncccusa.org/newbtu/permiss.html
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Luke 18:1-8 (The Message) 

   1 Jesus told them a story showing that it was necessary for them to pray consistently and never quit. 2 He 

said, "There was once a judge in some city who never gave God a thought and cared nothing for people. 3 A 

widow in that city kept after him: 'My rights are being violated. Protect me!'  

   4 "He never gave her the time of day. But after this went on and on he said to himself, 'I care nothing what 

God thinks, even less what people think. 5 But because this widow won't quit badgering me, I'd better do 

something and see that she gets justice—otherwise I'm going to end up beaten black and blue by her 

pounding.'"  

   6 Then the Master said, "Do you hear what that judge, corrupt as he is, is saying? 7 So what makes you think 

God won't step in and work justice for his chosen people, who continue to cry out for help? Won't he stick up 

for them? 8 I assure you, he will. He will not drag his feet. But how much of that kind of persistent faith will 

the Son of Man find on the earth when he returns?"   

Scripture quotations from THE MESSAGE. Copyright © by Eugene H. Peterson 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. Used by permission of 

NavPress Publishing Group. 

http://www.navpress.com/landing/content.aspx?id=192

